The great majority of vesical calculi which /are met with in girls and women are best removed by litholapaxy. 1 take it for granted that no one now-a-days would dream of employing the ancient method of rapid dilatation of the urethra, with subsequent extraction of the calculus, if ?called to treat a young girl, the subject of stone in the bladder, unless, indeed, the calculus were a very, very tiny one. Dilatation of the urethra with extraction was always a somewhat rude surgical procedure even in adult females, but there was much to be said for it in the days which preceded Bigelow's brilliant innovation in the treatment of stone in the bladder. Any surgeon, however, who, at the close of the nineteenth century, adopts as a routine practice the old method of rapid dilatation of the female urethra with extraction is behind the age and is hardly to be tolerated. There remain two [April 1897. 
